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WELCOME TO THIS SAMPLER OF THE
GOOD NEwsS BIBLE - FAMILY EDITION!

We know that families often struggle to work out how to engage with the Bible together.

Perhaps you’re pushed for time, or you don’t know where to start with such a big book.
Perhaps you don’t feel qualified to understand and explain it all, or it seems too difficult to
motivate all ages to take an interest.

We understand that for all of the amazing benefits of reading the Bible together, there are
hurdles that need to be overcome.

Since the launch of the fantastic Good News Bible — Youth Edition, Bible Society and Youth
for Christ have continued to work together. Now we’ve developed a Bible that is specifically
designed to be experienced as a family, with a host of unique features to help you get as much
out of the text as possible.

The truth is, no one knows your family like you do. This new Bible is not here to tell you how
to read it, but more to show you the many different and engaging ways that you can — whether
you have five minutes or five hours.

Every family will have their own experiences, and we will be encouraging you to share your
ideas, successes and struggles with the Bible as part of an online community of supportive
Family Bible readers. In addition, there will be a broad range of online videos to help kick-start
discussion and provide a steer on how to understand some of the trickier ideas and questions
that the Bible raises.

Rather than reel off all the incredible features of this new Bible, we really want you to
experience it for yourself. That’s why this sampler includes a selection of some of the front
material, as well as the complete letter to the Romans, to give your family a chance to work
through an entire book of the Bible together!

Our greatest hope is that by engaging with the Bible as a family, you will bring yourselves not
only closer to God, but closer to each other.

THINK ¥ CHAT v DO v CREATE v wATCH
TOGETHER

We at Youth for Christ are so excited about this Family edition of the Good News Bible. It’s all about
bringing a household around the Bible, to really engage with what’s going on in the pages. Through
a wide range of content, families can get creative, get reflective, get discussing — all in ways that
make the Bible an everyday book to interact with. There really is something for everyone, so we hope
that through exploring this edition together, families will discover a new confidence to explore the
Bible in their own homes.

Louise Woolcock, Families Co-ordinator (Church Resources), Youth for Christ



HOw DO wWE USE

THIS BIBLE?

Every family is different, in all sorts of weird and wonderful
ways! This means that the way your family interacts with
the Bible will be very different from another family's way.

There is no right way' to read the Bible.

This Bible is designed for people of all ages to gather
around and read together. That's why the pages aren't
the usual way round! One person can be reading while
someone on the other side of the table is colouring the

opposite page.

You'll find throughout the Bible that there are lots of ways
to interact with what you are reading. Because everyone is

different, we've created five different types of interactions:

-O- THINK:

ways to reflect quietly on what you've read

S, CHAT:

ideas and questions to talk through together

@ DO:

suggestions for activities and active responses

ﬂ CREATE:

things to colour, draw or make

7D WATCH:

links to videos to view together

For a complete list of all of the interactions in each of
these categories head to the indexes at the back. This is a

quick way to navigate to your favourite type of interaction.

As you make your way
through the Bible as @

family, you could choose

one reader, or perhaps
take turns to read a
couple of verses each.
Maybe someone in your
family might lke to draw
or doodle as questions
are explored, or you
might all lke to dance
around the room as you

pray.

You could pick names out
of a hat to decide who
reads the interactions
out. It might be fun to
use your favourite toys
or craft materials to

retell a Bible story.

How about answering
some of these questions

as you read:

* What does this passage
tell us about God?

* What does it ask us to

change in our lives?

» Which words really
stand out?

Whatever you do and
however you do it, the
important thing is that
you open the Bible up and
get exploring - together.



OUR FAMILY

OUR FAMILY SUMMED UP IN ONE SENTENCE:

FAMILY PORTRAIT:

OUR FAVOURITE THINGS TO DO ARE:

IMPORTANT PEOPLE IN OUR LIVES:

TIMELINE OF OUR LIFE TOGETHER AS A FAMILY SO FAR:




FAMILY BIBLE JOURNEY:

HIDDEN HEROES

There are a whole load of amazing people in the Bible who did incredible things in the name
of God. Some of these people are really well known, like Moses, Noah or Jesus’ mother,
Mary. Others, however, are a little less well known but still lived in extraordinary and awe-

inspiring ways.

Go on a journey of discovery together to uncover a few of these hidden heroes and

heroines of the Bible... Why not tick or colour the circles to track what you've read?

i
JOSIA: RUTT: MA@[@A Ewﬁs

KING AT THE AGE OF 8

LOYAL FRIEND FIRST TO SEE THE
(3 Chronicles 3413 vy COYALFREND
(Ruth 116-17) RESURRECTED JESUS
and 29-33)
O (John 20.14-18)

O O

TABITHA:  BEzALEL

(ALSO CALLED DORCAS):
ALWAYS DID GOOD AND
HELPED THE POOR

GIFTED BRY GOD AS :
..... A CRAFTSMAN ‘...............‘;
(Exodus 31.1-5 and 37.1-9)

(Acts 9.36-42)
O
O
BARNABAS: MORDECAL:
: SPOKE UP FOR PEOPLE WHO HELPED ESTHER TO SAVE
ecrenencnes) NEEDED SUPPORT ................ THE \_JE\/\/S FROM DEATH
(Acts 9.26-28 and 15.36-39) (Esther 4)
O O

CALER: HANNAR: — foeHERED:

THE MOTHER OF MOSES

oo

‘WE CANDO IT" SON, SAMUEL, TO o
(Numbers 13.25-30) SERVE THE LORD (ixodk;s 2.1- 5(;?d
O (1 Samuel 1.22-28) umbers 26.

O O



FAMILY BIBLE JOURNEY:
wHO DOES GOD
SAY WE ARE?

The Bible reveals many things that God says about us. We discover that God created us to

be in relationship with him and with other people.

Although God speaks directly to individual people in the Bible, many of the things he says
about his relationship with his people are not directed to individuals but to the community
of believers, the family of God. It can be a really powerful thing to hear God's words as a

community. Explore together some of these passages that describe a relationship with God.

THE CHOSEN KNOwN FROM BEFORE
PEOPLE OF ISRAEL: WE WERE BORN:
Deuteronomy 7.7-11  eeeeeess Psalm 139.13-16

O O

REMAINING GOD sINGs OVER
IN JESUS: HIS PEOPLE: RESCVED BY GOD:
John 15.7-10  eveenemeneeiinninn Zephaniah 3.7 e Isaigh 43.1-5

O O O

SAVED BY MADE STRONG,
| GOD's GRACE: BY GOD's POWER:
faveanaand Ephesians 2.8-10  «ieeeeriiienainnns Colossians 110-14  weovenee. §

O O

CHANGED FROM GOD's CHILDREN RIGHT WITH
GOD's ENEMIES THROUGH THE GOD THROUGH
TO HIs FRIENDS: HOLY SPIRIT: FAITH IN JESUS:

2 Corinthians 5.17-19 e Romans 8.14-17  alermeenninnennnn Romans 3.21-24

O O O

THE WAY TO CALLED FROM
: GOD OPENED: DARKNESS TO LIGHT:
foessvenses) Hebrews 10.19-25  «eerermneene: 1 Peter 2.9-10

O O
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THE LETTER TO THE

ROMANS

WRITTEN: AROUND AD55-58

Romans is an amazing letter that gives some really detailed explanations
of what it means to be a follower of Jesus. Chapter 8 is an exciting part,
about how the Spirit of God changes us to live lke Jesus - and Paul uses
the idea of family to explain what he means. He says that if we are ‘led
by God’s Spirit” and ‘live in union with Christ Jesus’, we are God’s children,
with all the rights and privileges of his sons and daughters. We are able to
call out to God as our Father, and we can also know Jesus as our eldest
brother. Because we are in God's own family, we can never be separated
from his love. Every day, we can celebrate the fact that we are his

children!

)

\YJ Paul wrote to lots of churches, including the one in Rome.

DRAW SOMETHING ...



CHECK IT OVT:

Rome was the centre of the Roman world and home to Emperor Nero,
the most powerful leader of the time. Rome was rich and multicultural,
but Christians were not popular there, so it was a dangerous place for
the church to be. Paul wrote this letter to the Christians in Rome just

before he visited them.

KEY VERSE:

There is nothing in all creation that will ever be able to separate us
from the love of God which is ours through Christ Jesus our Lord.

Romans 8.39

FAMILY BLESSING;:

Father God, help us to live in the knowledge that we are your children,
completely and utterly loved. May we treat others in our family with

the respect they deserve as your children too. Amen

BiG ®UESTION:

What difference does it make to us, knowing that we are God’s

children, with God as our father and Jesus as our big brother?

1145
Romans

1 Corin.
2 Corin.
Galat.
Ephes.
Philipp.
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From Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus and an apostle
chosen and called by God to preach his Good News.
2The Good News was promised long ago by God through
his prophets, as written in the Holy Scriptures. 3It is about
his Son, our Lord Jesus Christ: as to his humanity, he was
born a descendant of David; “as to his divine holiness,
he was shown with great power to be the Son of God by
being raised from death. *Through him God gave me
the privilege of being an apostle for the sake of Christ,
in order to lead people of all nations to believe and obey.
5This also includes you who are in Rome, whom God has
called to belong to Jesus Christ.
’And so I write to all of you in Rome whom God loves
and has called to be his own people:
May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ give you
grace and peace.

Prayer of Thanksgiving

8First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you,
because the whole world is hearing about your faith. °God
is my witness that what I say is true — the God whom
I serve with all my heart by preaching the Good News
about his Son. God knows that I remember you "every
time I pray. I ask that God in his good will may at last make
it possible for me to visit you now. ""For I want very much
to see you, in order to share a spiritual blessing with you to
make you strong. ?What I mean is that both you and T will
be helped at the same time, you by my faith and I by yours.

3You must remember, my brothers and sisters, that many
times I have planned to visit you, but something has always
kept me from doing so. I want to win converts among you
also, as I have among other Gentiles. *“For I have an obli-
gation to all peoples, to the civilized and to the savage, to
the educated and to the ignorant. **So then, I am eager to
preach the Good News to you also who live in Rome.

The Power of the Gospel
'*T have complete confidence in the gospel; it is God's
power to save all who believe, first the Jews and also the

Matt
Mark
Luke
John
Acts

Gentiles. For the gospel reveals how God puts people
right with himself: it is through faith from beginning to
end. As the scripture says, “The person who is put right
with God through faith shall live.”

The Guilt of the Human Race

8God's anger is revealed from heaven against all the
sin and evil of the people whose evil ways prevent the
truth from being known. *God punishes them, because
what can be known about God is plain to them, for God
himself made it plain. 2°Ever since God created the world,
his invisible qualities, both his eternal power and his divine
nature, have been clearly seen; they are perceived in
the things that God has made. So those people have no
excuse at all! They know God, but they do not give him
the honour that belongs to him, nor do they thank him.
Instead, their thoughts have become complete nonsense,
and their empty minds are filled with darkness. 22They say
they are wise, but they are fools; Zinstead of worshipping
the immortal God, they worship images made to look
like mortal human beings or birds or animals or reptiles.

24And so God has given those people over to do the
filthy things their hearts desire, and they do shameful
things with each other. 2*They exchange the truth about
God for a lie; they worship and serve what God has cre-
ated instead of the Creator himself, who is to be praised
for everl Amen.

2%6Because they do this, God has given them over to
shameful passions. Even the women pervert the natural
use of their sex by unnatural acts. ?’In the same way the
men give up natural sexual relations with women and
burn with passion for each other. Men do shameful things
with each other, and as a result they bring upon them-
selves the punishment they deserve for their wrongdoing.

2Because those people refuse to keep in mind the
true knowledge about God, he has given them over to
corrupted minds, so that they do the things that they
should not do. #They are filled with all kinds of wicked-
ness, evil, greed, and vice; they are full of jealousy, murder,

Romans 1

S

Romans 1.20-21

TALK TOGETHER
ABOUT ALL THE
AMAZING THINGS
THAT GOD HAs MADE
IN HIS CREATION.

How can these visible things show
Us what the invisible God is like?

Share your ideas with each other.
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of God's Spirit, not of the written Law. Such a person
receives praise from God, not from human beings.
Have the Jews then any advantage over the Gentiles?
Or is there any value in being circumcised? 2Much,
indeed, in every way! In the first place, God trusted his
message to the Jews. 3But what if some of them were not
faithful? Does this mean that God will not be faithful?
“Certainly not! God must be true, even though every
human being is a liar. As the scripture says,
“You must be shown to be right when you speak;
you must win your case when you are being tried.”
5But what if our doing wrong serves to show up more
clearly God's doing right? Can we say that God does
wrong when he punishes us? (This would be the natural
question to ask.) 6By no means! If God is not just, how
can he judge the world?

’But what if my untruth serves God's glory by making
his truth stand out more clearly? Why should I still be
condemned as a sinner? #8Why not say, then, “Let us do
evil so that good may come”? Some people, indeed, have
insulted me by accusing me of saying this very thing!
They will be condemned, as they should be.

No one is Righteous
*Well then, are we Jews in any better condition than
the Gentiles? Not at all! I have already shown that Jews
and Gentiles alike are all under the power of sin. °As the
Scriptures say:
“There is no one who is righteous,
" no one who is wise
or who worships God.
2 All have turned away from God;
they have all gone wrong;
no one does what is right, not even one.
3 Their words are full of deadly deceit;
wicked lies roll off their tongues,
and dangerous threats, like snake's poison, from
their lips;
1 their speech is filled with bitter curses.

Matt
Mark
Luke
John
Acts

> They are quick to hurt and kill;

6 they leave ruin and destruction wherever they go.

7They have not known the path of peace,

8 nor have they learnt reverence for God.”

"Now we know that everything in the Law applies to
those who live under the Law, in order to stop all human
excuses and bring the whole world under God's judge-
ment. 2°For no one is put right in God's sight by doing
what the Law requires; what the Law does is to make
people know that they have sinned.

How We are Put Right with God

2But now God's way of putting people right with himself
has been revealed. It has nothing to do with law, even
though the Law of Moses and the prophets gave their wit-
ness to it. 22God puts people right through their faith in Jesus
Christ. God does this to all who believe in Christ, because
there is no difference at all: Zeveryone has sinned and is far
away from God's saving presence. 2“But by the free gift of
God's grace all are put right with him through Christ Jesus,
who sets them free. 2*26God offered him, so that by his
blood he should become the means by which people’s sins
are forgiven through their faith in him. God did this in order
to demonstrate that he is righteous. In the past he was
patient and overlooked people's sins; but in the present time
he deals with their sins, in order to demonstrate his right-
eousness. In this way God shows that he himself is righteous
and that he puts right everyone who believes in Jesus.

Z7What, then, can we boast about? Nothing! And what
is the reason for this? Is it that we obey the Law? No, but
that we believe. 2For we conclude that a person is put
right with God only through faith, and not by doing what
the Law commands. #Or is God the God of the Jews only?
Is he not the God of the Gentiles also? Of course he is.
30God is one, and he will put the Jews right with himself
on the basis of their faith, and will put the Gentiles right
through their faith. 3'Does this mean that by this faith
we do away with the Law? No, not at all; instead, we
uphold the Law.

Romans 2,3

©

Romans 3.22-24

Make a
pass-the-parcel
présent.

First wrap up something you
can share together that you
will all enjoy. Then put a forfeit
inside each of the next layers.
As you are making the parcel,
chat about the things you find
yourselves doing to try to impress
God. Read verse 24 to remind
each other that no one can be
saved by anything they can do,
only by God's free gift of GRACE.
Use your wrapped-up present to
play a game of pass-the-parcel

and enjoy the treat in the middle.



1149
Romans

1 Corin.
2 Corin.

Galat.

Ephes.

Philipp.

G ‘b supwoy

1SD0q 0S[D M\ iA10]D s, poD Bulpys Jo aany am adoy ayy
4O 3SDOQ 9M 0S puy "dAI| MOU M YDIym Ui ‘92016 S pon jo
9duaadxa siy3 ojul yuoy Aq sn ybnoiq soy aH, “I1sUYD
snsa pJo7 Jno ybnoliyy poo yim 3d0ad 3ADY am ‘Yo
ybnoiyy poo yum 1yb11 Ind uasq aaoy am 1oyl MoN
poo yum by

"POO yum ybu
sn nd 01 J9pJO Ul 9}1] O] PISIDI SODM 3Y puD ‘3P 0} ISAO
papuUDY SDM 3y SUIS INO JO 9SNDIAG, "YIDIP WOl PIOT
1IN0 SNS3( PasIDI OYM Wiy ul dA119g oym ‘snoajybul s
pa3da20D 9q 03 21D OYM SN 104 OS|D USIIIM 1M A3y ] o,
"9UO|D WIY 10} UIIIM JOU dI1aM ,snoa3ybu sb pa3daddp
SDM 3U,, SPIOM 3Y] ¢, ~..POD) Aq snoa3ybil sp pa3daddp som,,
‘y3py ybnoiys ‘woyniqy Aym si 3oy ., “pasiwoid poy ay
10yM Op 03 3|gD g P|NOM pPOL) Y3 3INs A|93N|0SID SDM
9H,; ‘PoD 03 asinid 9Apb 3y pup 4amod yum wiy pajy
Yoy siy ‘2siwoid s, por) 3gnop 10U pIp 3Y PUD ‘Wiy dADI)
10U PIP YD} SIH oz "USIP|IYD DADY 30U P|NOD YDIDS J0Y3 1004
931 Jo 1o ‘poap Ajpondnid Appalp som ydiym ‘Apoq siy jo
ybnoys ay uaym uaypam jou pIp Y4 siy Ing pjo sinak
00L 3S0W|D UdY]} SDM 9Hg, . SID1S 9Y3 SD AubW SD 3 [|IM
SIUDPUIISIAP INOA,, ‘SADS ain3dids ay3 so Isn( , suolpu
Aupw Jo Jayiny ay3, awndaq os pup ‘buidoy 10} uosnal
OU SDM 9133 UdYM UIAS ‘padoy pup pandl|aq Wnypiqye,
"1SIX3 J0U pIp 3oym bulag ojul sbulg pupbwwod 3SOYM pup
941| 01 ppap dY3 sBuLig OYM POD B3 — PIA3I|] WDYDIGY
woym ul ‘poo jo ybis ay3y ui poob s asiwoid ayy oS
suonou Aupw Jo 19yipj NoA sapow aApyY [, ‘sAos ainydids
93 SD,, ‘|| SN JO J19Y3ny [onuIds ay3 S| Wpypiqy 104 "pIp
WDYDIQY SD 9A31|9g OYM 3SOY] 03 0S|D INg ‘MDT 3y} A2q0
oym 9soy3 03 3snf 30U — SJUDPUIISIP S,WDYDIQY JO ||O
03 1416 3314 S, poD s paajunipnb aq pjnoys asiwolid sy}
101 J9PJO Ul ‘YHD} U0 pasng spm 3siwoid Y3 0s puy/,,

"MD| 3Y3 Jo buiA3qosip ou si 319y3 ‘MD| ou
S1 213y} 219ym Ing 19bup s ,pon) umop sburig mp ay] ¢,
'ss9|yom s asiwoud s,pon pup buiyjou subaw yiiny
uay3 ‘mn ay3 A3go oym asoy3 03 uaAib aq 03 si sasiwoud
poo 10Yym Ji 104, ‘poo) Aq snoaiybu s paidaddp som

pUD PaAd12q 3y 9sNDI3q INg ‘MDT Y3 pakago woyniqy

9SNDJ3 Jou ‘0s pIp 3y ‘Wiy 0} buojaq pjnom pjiom ay3 1oy}

SIUDPUIDSIP SIY pUD WDYDIQY pasiwold poo Usype,
yuo4 ybnoiyl paniaday si asiwold s,poo

"PASIdOWINDII SOM 3Y 91049 PIAI| WDYDIQY J3YID4 1IN0 DY}
Y104 JO 41| SWDS 3Y3 3AI| OS|D ‘pPasidWNI bulaq 03 uon
-IppD Ul ‘Oym 3soy3 Jo ‘sl JpY3 ‘pasiduINDIID 310 Oym asoy)
JO 19Y1DJ 3Y] OS|D SI 9H,, ‘PRsIDWNDII Jou 310 Asy3 ybnoy
uaAd ‘wny Aq snoa1ybui Sp pa1daddD 21D PUD POL) Ul 9AIR]
OUM |[D JO Jay3py oIS Y3 SI WDYDIQY OS pUy "PasidWNd
-1 U93q ppY 3Y 210434 Snoa3ybu So Wiy pa3dadop poy poon
Y1y Sly 4O 95NDI3Q IBY3F MOYS 03 UbIS D SDM UOISIDWINDIID
SIY pUD ‘193D| PISIDWNDID SDM dH,, 191D J0U ‘910497 SDM
3] ¢PISIDWINDIID SDM WDYDIQY JA34D 10 210439 } SDAA ¢30D|d
D3 SIY3 PIP USYM o, . SNOS3IYDBII SO Wiy pa3daddp poo) yiny
SIY JO 9SNDI3Q PUD ‘POD) PaAdId] WpYIqY, ©1n3dLds Y3
pajonb aADY M 104 “PasIdWINIII J0U 3ID OYM IS0y} 0}
os|o sbuojaq 1] jpaSPUI ON ¢PISIIWNDIID DID OYM 3S0Y} 0}

Ajuo buojaq jo aods piapQq 3oy3 ssauiddoy siy3 s20Q,

.i40 3UN0dOD daay
10U [|IM p107 9y} suls 9soym uosiad ay3 st AddoH
jpauopiod 31D Ssuls dsoym

‘uanibioy aip sbuoim asoym asoyl aip Addoy,,,
:saop uositad 1oy3 buiyAuo wouy 11odp ‘snoajybu so
s1da2op poo) woym uosiad ayy Jo ssauiddoy ay3 jo ayods
9Y U3YM JUD3W PIAD IDYM SI SIY] ¢ “HBSWIY Y3m ybu
way3 3Ind 03 J9PJO Ul JUNOIID OJUI SAYDY POL) IDYY YD)
SIY1 SI 31 ‘quadouul 3q 03 A{INb 3y} saIpP3IP OyMm por) 3y}
Ul 9A31|9¢ OYM puD ‘SPISp UO J0U ‘Y}p} uo puadap oym
9503 INg ‘PauIDna uaaq soy oyl buiyswos aip Aayy
‘116 D sp papinbai Jou a1p A3Y3 Inq ‘sabom piod 31D yiom
oym asoy] , ,-shoaybu so wiy paidando poo yuoy siy
JO 9SNDI3Q pUD ‘pOD) pPaAdl[Rq wWoypnliqy, ‘sAps ainyduds
9y ¢ ‘WbIs s,pon ul J0u INg — INOGD 3SDOC 03 bulylawos
9ADY pinom 3y ‘pip ay sbuiyy ayy Ag poo yum ybu ind

SDM 3y I, ¢9DUS1IAXD SIY SDM IDYAN ¢9IDJ INO JO
13Y1nJ 9y3 ‘wpypiqy JO ‘Usy} ‘Abs am ||pys IDYAA

woyniqy jo 3jdwox3y ay|



1150
Romans

Matt.
Mark
Luke
John
Acts

‘Adam was a figure of the one
who was to come. But the two

you can see the major differences.

Here Paul is explaining the link

In the two outlines, write words
from this passage that relate to

each one - Adam and Jesus - so

between Adam and Jesus.

Romans 5.12-21

are not the same.

=

of our troubles, because we know that trouble produces
endurance, “endurance brings God's approval, and his
approval creates hope. 3This hope does not disappoint
us, for God has poured out his love into our hearts by
means of the Holy Spirit, who is God's gift to us.

5For when we were still helpless, Christ died for the
wicked at the time that God chose. 71t is a difficult thing
for someone to die for a righteous person. It may even
be that someone might dare to die for a good person.
8But God has shown us how much he loves us — it was
while we were still sinners that Christ died for us! °By his
blood we are now put right with God; how much more,
then, will we be saved by him from God's anger! "*We
were God's enemies, but he made us his friends through
the death of his Son. Now that we are God's friends, how
much more will we be saved by Christ's lifel "But that is
not all; we rejoice because of what God has done through
our Lord Jesus Christ, who has now made us God's friends.

Adam and Christ

2Sin came into the world through one man, and his
sin brought death with it. As a result, death has spread
to the whole human race because everyone has sinned.
3There was sin in the world before the Law was given;
but where there is no law, no account is kept of sins. *“But
from the time of Adam to the time of Moses death ruled
over the whole human race, even over those who did not
sin in the same way that Adam did when he disobeyed
God's command.

Adam was a figure of the one who was to come. *But
the two are not the same, because God's free gift is not
like Adam's sin. It is true that many people died because
of the sin of that one man. But God's grace is much
greater, and so is his free gift to so many people through
the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ. "*And there is
a difference between God's gift and the sin of one man.
After the one sin, came the judgement of “Guilty”; but
after so many sins, comes the undeserved gift of “Not
guilty!” It is true that through the sin of one man death

Romans 5, 6

began to rule because of that one man. But how much
greater is the result of what was done by the one man,
Jesus Christ! All who receive God's abundant grace and
are freely put right with him will rule in life through Christ.

8So then, as the one sin condemned all people, in the
same way the one righteous act sets all people free and
gives them life. And just as the mass of people were
made sinners as the result of the disobedience of one man,
in the same way the mass of people will all be put right
with God as the result of the obedience of the one man.

20Law was introduced in order to increase wrongdoing;
but where sin increased, God's grace increased much
more. 2'So then, just as sin ruled by means of death, so
also God's grace rules by means of righteousness, leading
us to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Dead to Sin but Alive in Union with Christ

What shall we say, then? Should we continue to live

in sin so that God's grace will increase? 2Certainly
not! We have died to sin — how then can we go on living
in it? 3For surely you know that when we were baptized
into union with Christ Jesus, we were baptized into union
with his death. “By our baptism, then, we were buried with
him and shared his death, in order that, just as Christ was
raised from death by the glorious power of the Father,
so also we might live a new life.

For since we have become one with him in dying as he
did, in the same way we shall be one with him by being
raised to life as he was. ¢And we know that our old being
has been put to death with Christ on his cross, in order
that the power of the sinful self might be destroyed, so
that we should no longer be the slaves of sin. ’For when
people die, they are set free from the power of sin. 8Since
we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live
with him. °For we know that Christ has been raised from
death and will never die again — death will no longer rule
over him. And so, because he died, sin has no power over
him; and now he lives his life in fellowship with God. ""In
the same way you are to think of yourselves as dead, so
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Romans 7.14-25

THIS IS A REALLY
TRICKY BIT OF
THE BIBLE TO
UNDERSTAND.

Read it slowly a couple of times.
Discuss together: what are some
of the things you do, which you
dont want to do? What are
some of the good things you
want to do, but don't do? Why
do you think we have these
battles going on inside us? What
can help us to do good things
and avoid the things we hate?

Mark
Luke
John
Acts

The Conflict within Us

“We know that the Law is spiritual; but I am unspiri-
tual, sold as a slave to sin. **I do not understand what
I do; for I don't do what I would like to do, but instead
I do what I hate. "¢Since what I do is what I don't want
to do, this shows that I agree that the Law is right. 7So
I am not really the one who does this thing; rather it is
the sin that lives in me. I know that good does not live
in me — that is, in my human nature. For even though
the desire to do good is in me, I am not able to do it.
T don't do the good I want to do; instead, I do the evil
that I do not want to do. 2°If I do what I don't want to
do, this means that I am no longer the one who does it;
instead, it is the sin that lives in me.

21So I find that this law is at work: when I want to
do what is good, what is evil is the only choice I have.
2My inner being delights in the law of God. 2But I see
a different law at work in my body — a law that fights
against the law which my mind approves of. It makes me
a prisoner to the law of sin which is at work in my body.
2“What an unhappy man I am! Who will rescue me from
this body that is taking me to death? #Thanks be to God,
who does this through our Lord Jesus Christ!

This, then, is my condition: on my own I can serve God's
law only with my mind, while my human nature serves
the law of sin.

Life in the Spirit

There is no condemnation now for those who live

in union with Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the Spirit,
which brings us life in union with Christ Jesus, has set
me free from the law of sin and death. *What the Law
could not do, because human nature was weak, God did.
He condemned sin in human nature by sending his own
Son, who came with a nature like sinful human nature,
to do away with sin. “God did this so that the righteous
demands of the Law might be fully satisfied in us who
live according to the Spirit, and not according to human
nature. *Those who live as their human nature tells them

Romans 7,8

to, have their minds controlled by what human nature
wants. Those who live as the Spirit tells them to, have
their minds controlled by what the Spirit wants. ¢To be
controlled by human nature results in death; to be con-
trolled by the Spirit results in life and peace. ’And so
people become enemies of God when they are controlled
by their human nature; for they do not obey God's law,
and in fact they cannot obey it. 8Those who obey their
human nature cannot please God.

°But you do not live as your human nature tells you to;
instead, you live as the Spirit tells you to — if, in fact, God's
Spirit lives in you. Whoever does not have the Spirit of Christ
does not belong to him. °But if Christ lives in you, the Spirit
is life for you because you have been put right with God,
even though your bodies are going to die because of sin.
"If the Spirit of God, who raised Jesus from death, lives in
you, then he who raised Christ from death will also give life
to your mortal bodies by the presence of his Spirit in you.

2So then, my brothers and sisters, we have an obliga-
tion, but it is not to live as our human nature wants us
to. "*For if you live according to your human nature, you
are going to die; but if by the Spirit you put to death your
sinful actions, you will live. ““Those who are led by God's
Spirit are God's children. "*For the Spirit that God has
given you does not make you slaves and cause you to be
afraid; instead, the Spirit makes you God's children, and by
the Spirit's power we cry out to God, “Father! my Father!”
6God's Spirit joins himself to our spirits to declare that
we are God's children. "7Since we are his children, we will
possess the blessings he keeps for his people, and we will
also possess with Christ what God has kept for him; for
if we share Christ’s suffering, we will also share his glory.

The Future Glory

8] consider that what we suffer at this present time
cannot be compared at all with the glory that is going
to be revealed to us. All of creation waits with eager
longing for God to reveal his children. *For creation was
condemned to lose its purpose, not of its own will, but
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YAnd this is not all. For Rebecca's two sons had the
same father, our ancestor Isaac. ""?But in order that
the choice of one son might be completely the result
of God's own purpose, God said to her, “The elder will
serve the younger.” He said this before they were born,
before they had done anything either good or bad; so
God's choice was based on his call, and not on anything
they had done. *As the scripture says, “I loved Jacob,
but I hated Esau.”

"Shall we say, then, that God is unjust? Not at all. "*For
he said to Moses, “I will have mercy on anyone I wish;
I will take pity on anyone I wish.” So then, everything
depends, not on what human beings want or do, but
only on God's mercy. For the scripture says to the king
of Egypt, “I made you king in order to use you to show
my power and to spread my fame over the whole world.”
8So then, God has mercy on anyone he wishes, and he
makes stubborn anyone he wishes.

God’s Anger and Mercy

9But one of you will say to me, “If this is so, how
can God find fault with anyone? Who can resist God's
will?” 2°But who are you, my friend, to answer God
back? A clay pot does not ask the man who made it,
“Why did you make me like this?” 2'After all, the man
who makes the pots has the right to use the clay as
he wishes, and to make two pots from the same lump
of clay, one for special occasions and the other for
ordinary use.

2And the same is true of what God has done. He
wanted to show his anger and to make his power known.
But he was very patient in enduring those who were the
objects of his anger, who were doomed to destruction.
ZAnd he also wanted to reveal his abundant glory, which
was poured out on us who are the objects of his mercy,
those of us whom he has prepared to receive his glory.
2For we are the people he called, not only from among
the Jews but also from among the Gentiles. 2 This is what
he says in the book of Hosea:

Romans 9,10

“The people who were not mine
I will call ‘My People’.
The nation that I did not love
I will call ‘My Beloved’.
26 And in the very place where they were told, ‘You
are not my people,
there they will be called the children of the living
God.”
ZAnd Isaiah exclaims about Israel: “Even if the people
of Israel are as many as the grains of sand by the seq,
yet only a few of them will be saved; 2for the Lord will
quickly settle his full account with the world.” #1t is as
Isaiah had said before, “If the Lord Almighty had not
left us some descendants, we would have become like
Sodom, we would have been like Gomorrah.”

Paul’s Prayer for Israel

30So we say that the Gentiles, who were not trying to
put themselves right with God, were put right with him
through faith; 3'while God's people, who were seeking
a law that would put them right with God, did not find
it. 32And why not? Because they did not depend on faith
but on what they did. And so they stumbled over the
“stumbling stone” *3that the scripture speaks of:

“Look, I place in Zion a stone
that will make people stumble,
a rock that will make them fall.
But whoever believes in him will not be
disappointed.”
\— o My brothers and sisters, how I wish with all my
heart that my own people might be saved! How

I pray to God for them! 2I can assure you that they are
deeply devoted to God; but their devotion is not based
on true knowledge. 3They have not known the way in
which God puts people right with himself, and instead,
they have tried to set up their own way; and so they did
not submit themselves to God's way of putting people
right. “For Christ has brought the Law to an end, so that
everyone who believes is put right with God.
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The Salvation of the Gentiles

3] am speaking now to you Gentiles: as long as I am
an apostle to the Gentiles, I will take pride in my work.
"Perhaps I can make the people of my own race jealous,
and so be able to save some of them. "*For when they
were rejected, the human race was changed from God's
enemies into his friends. What will it be, then, when they
are accepted? It will be life for the dead!

'¢If the first piece of bread is given to God, then the
whole loaf is his also; and if the roots of a tree are offered
to God, the branches are his also. 7Some of the branches
of the cultivated olive tree have been broken off, and
a branch of a wild olive tree has been joined to it. You
Gentiles are like that wild olive tree, and now you share
the strong spiritual life of the Jews. ®So then, you must
not despise those who were broken off like branches.
How can you be proud? You are just a branch; you don't
support the roots — the roots support you.

¥But you will say, “Yes, but the branches were broken off
to make room for me.” °That is true. They were broken
off because they did not believe, while you remain in
place because you do believe. But do not be proud of
it; instead, be afraid. 2*God did not spare the Jews, who
are like natural branches; do you think he will spare you?
22Here we see how kind and how severe God is. He is
severe towards those who have fallen, but kind to you
— if you continue in his kindness. But if you do not, you
too will be broken off. 2And if the Jews abandon their
unbelief, they will be put back in the place where they
were; for God is able to do that. 2*You Gentiles are like
the branch of a wild olive tree that is broken off and
then, contrary to nature, is joined to a cultivated olive
tree. The Jews are like this cultivated tree; and it will be
much easier for God to join these broken-off branches
to their own tree again.

God's Mercy on All

BThere is a secret truth, my brothers and sisters, which
I want you to know, for it will keep you from thinking how

Romans 11,12

wise you are. It is that the stubbornness of the people
of Israel is not permanent, but will last only until the
complete number of Gentiles comes to God. #And this
is how all Israel will be saved. As the scripture says:
“The Saviour will come from Zion
and remove all wickedness from the descendants
of Jacob.
27T will make this covenant with them

when I take away their sins.”
ZBecause they reject the Good News, the Jews are God's
enemies for the sake of you Gentiles. But because of God's
choice, they are his friends because of their ancestors.
For God does not change his mind about whom he
chooses and blesses. 3°As for you Gentiles, you disobeyed
God in the past; but now you have received God's mercy
because the Jews were disobedient. 3'In the same way,
because of the mercy that you have received, the Jews
now disobey God, in order that they also may now receive
God's mercy. 32For God has made all people prisoners of
disobedience, so that he might show mercy to them all.

Praise to God
3How great are God's riches! How deep are his wisdom
and knowledge! Who can explain his decisions? Who can
understand his ways? 34As the scripture says:
“Who knows the mind of the Lord?
Who is able to give him advice?
35 Who has ever given him anything,
so that he had to pay it back?”
3¢For all things were created by him, and all things exist
through him and for him. To God be the glory for ever!
Amen.

Life in God's Service

A So then, my brothers and sisters, because of God's
great mercy to us I appeal to you: offer yourselves

as a living sacrifice to God, dedicated to his service and

pleasing to him. This is the true worship that you should

offer. 2Do not conform yourselves to the standards of this
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List some questions you have
about this bit of the Bible.

moment when we will be saved is closer now than it was
when we first believed. ?The night is nearly over, day is
almost here. Let us stop doing the things that belong to
the dark, and let us take up weapons for fighting in the
light. *Let us conduct ourselves properly, as people who
live in the light of day — no orgies or drunkenness, no
immorality or indecency, no fighting or jealousy. "“But take
up the weapons of the Lord Jesus Christ, and stop paying
attention to your sinful nature and satisfying its desires.

Do not Judge One Another
A Welcome those who are weak in faith, but do not
argue with them about their personal opinions.

2Some people’s faith allows them to eat anything, but
the person who is weak in the faith eats only vegetables.
3Those who will eat anything are not to despise those who
don't; while those who eat only vegetables are not to pass
judgement on those who will eat anything; for God has
accepted them. “Who are you to judge someone else’s
servants? It is their own Master who will decide whether
they succeed or fail. And they will succeed, because the
Lord is able to make them succeed.

>Some people think that a certain day is more impor-
tant than other days, while others think that all days
are the same. We should each firmly make up our own
minds. ¢Those who think highly of a certain day do so in
honour of the Lord; those who will eat anything do so in
honour of the Lord, because they give thanks to God for
the food. Those who refuse to eat certain things do so in
honour of the Lord, and they give thanks to God. ’None
of us lives for himself only, none of us dies for himself
only. 8If we live, it is for the Lord that we live, and if we
die, it is for the Lord that we die. So whether we live or
die, we belong to the Lord. °For Christ died and rose to
life in order to be the Lord of the living and of the dead.
°You then, who eat only vegetables — why do you pass
judgement on others? And you who eat anything — why
do you despise other believers? All of us will stand before
God to be judged by him. "For the scripture says:

Romans 13-15

“As surely as I am the living God, says the Lord,
everyone will kneel before me,
and everyone will confess that I am God.”
2Every one of us, then, will have to give an account of
ourselves to God.

Do not Make One Another Fall

3So then, let us stop judging one another. Instead, you
should decide never to do anything that would make
another stumble or fall into sin. "My union with the Lord
Jesus makes me certain that no food is of itself ritual-
ly unclean; but if a person believes that some food is
unclean, then it becomes unclean for that person. "*If
you hurt your brother or sister because of something you
eat, then you are no longer acting from love. Do not let
the food that you eat ruin the person for whom Christ
died! "*Do not let what you regard as good get a bad
name. For God's Kingdom is not a matter of eating and
drinking, but of the righteousness, peace, and joy which
the Holy Spirit gives. ®And when people serve Christ in
this way, they please God and are approved by others.

9So then, we must always aim at those things that
bring peace and that help to strengthen one another.
2°Do not, because of food, destroy what God has done.
All foods may be eaten, but it is wrong to eat anything
that will cause someone else to fall into sin. 2'The right
thing to do is to keep from eating meat, drinking wine,
or doing anything else that will make your brother or
sister fall. 2Keep what you believe about this matter,
then, between yourself and God. Happy are those who
do not feel guilty when they do something they judge
is right! 22But if they have doubts about what they eat,
God condemns them when they eat it, because their
action is not based on faith. And anything that is not
based on faith is sin.

Please Others, not Yourselves
\— We who are strong in the faith ought to help the
weak to carry their burdens. We should not please
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When I come to you, I know that I shall come with
a full measure of the blessing of Christ.

30T urge you, brothers and sisters, by our Lord Jesus
Christ and by the love that the Spirit gives: join me in
praying fervently to God for me. 3'Pray that I may be
kept safe from the unbelievers in Judea and that my
service in Jerusalem may be acceptable to God's people
there. 32And so I will come to you full of joy, if it is God's
will, and enjoy a refreshing visit to you. 3*May God, our
source of peace, be with all of you. Amen.

Personal Greetings

\— m I recommend to you our sister Phoebe, who serves
the church at Cenchreae. 2Receive her in the Lord's

name, as God's people should, and give her any help she

may need from you; for she herself has been a good

friend to many people and also to me.

3] send greetings to Priscilla and Aquila, my fellow-work-
ers in the service of Christ Jesus; “they risked their lives
for me. I am grateful to them — not only I, but all the
Gentile churches as well. Greetings also to the church
that meets in their house.

Greetings to my dear friend Epaenetus, who was the
first in the province of Asia to believe in Christ. *Greetings
to Mary, who has worked so hard for you. ’Greetings also
to Andronicus and Junia, fellow-Jews who were in prison
with me; they are well known among the apostles, and
they became Christians before I did.

8My greetings to Ampliatus, my dear friend in the
fellowship of the Lord. °Greetings also to Urbanus, our
fellow-worker in Christ's service, and to Stachys, my dear
friend. °Greetings to Apelles, whose loyalty to Christ has
been proved. Greetings to those who belong to the family
of Aristobulus. " Greetings to Herodion, a fellow-Jew, and
to the Christians in the family of Narcissus.

2My greetings to Tryphaena and Tryphosa, who work in
the Lord's service, and to my dear friend Persis, who has
done so much work for the Lord. "I send greetings to Rufus,
that outstanding worker in the Lord's service, and to his

Matt
Mark
Luke
John
Acts

mother, who has always treated me like a son. My greet-
ings to Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermes, Patrobas, Hermas,
and all the other Christian brothers and sisters with them.
>Greetings to Philologus and Julia, to Nereus and his sister,
to Olympas and to all of God's people who are with them.

6Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the churches
of Christ send you their greetings.

Final Instructions

7T urge you, my brothers and sisters: watch out for
those who cause divisions and upset people’s faith and go
against the teaching which you have received. Keep away
from them! *®For those who do such things are not serv-
ing Christ our Lord, but their own appetites. By their fine
words and flattering speech they deceive innocent people.
Everyone has heard of your loyalty to the gospel, and for
this reason I am happy about you. I want you to be wise
about what is good, but innocent in what is evil. 2°And God,
our source of peace, will soon crush Satan under your feet.

The grace of our Lord Jesus be with you.

Timothy, my fellow-worker, sends you his greetings;
and so do Lucius, Jason, and Sosipater, fellow-Jews.

22], Tertius, the writer of this letter, send you Christian
greetings.

My host Gaius, in whose house the church meets,
sends you his greetings; Erastus, the city treasurer, and
our brother Quartus send you their greetings.

Concluding Prayer of Praise

%L et us give glory to God! He is able to make you stand
firm in your faith, according to the Good News I preach
about Jesus Christ and according to the revelation of
the secret truth which was hidden for long ages in the
past. 22Now, however, that truth has been brought out
into the open through the writings of the prophets; and
by the command of the eternal God it is made known to
all nations, so that all may believe and obey.

2To the only God, who alone is all-wise, be glory through
Jesus Christ for ever! Amen.

Romans 15,16

©

Romans 16.25

'‘Let us give glory
to God! He is able to
make you stand ﬁ_ws

in your ?EJ..

See how long you can stand
firm on one foot with your eyes
shut. When you have practised

a few times and found your
balance, take it in turns to say

things out loud that you can

give glory to God for.
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Paper weight and colour

Bible text: off-white 40gsm

Colour pages: off-white 80gsm

Text colour
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We hope you have enjoyed this sample taken from our forthcoming Good News
Bible — Family Edition!

Publishing in October 2021, the complete Bible will feature:

e Over 400 interactions throughout, based on the themes of Think, Chat,
Do, Create and Watch

e Removable and reusable ‘whiteboard’ jacket, for writing, drawing and
being creative!

e 25 online videos that help guide, support and unpack the tricky bits as
you journey through the Bible

e Loads of space inside for writing, doodling and drawing

e Anonline community of Family Bible users, where you can share ideas,
stories and offer each other support

e Regular new content that can be downloaded or printed for free, with
content based on feedback and suggestions from active users of the Bible

e Unique landscape page layout that encourages family engagement
around the Bible

= © 7 -



YOUTH
FOR CHRIST

N

)

Welcome to the Good News Bible Family Edition,
created in partnership between Bible Society and
Youth for Christ. If you want to get your whole

family thinking, talking and acting on the Bible together,

\

Vasy

in a unique and engaging wWay, then this book offers you: /

hundreds of interactive elements throughout the Bible
to help you go deeper with the stories youre reading

L~ )
a double-page introduction to each book of the Bible, <

with info on how it fits with the bigger story, key verses,

\

\

prayers for your family, and questions to chat about

\
\.

32 colour pages of tips on how to read the Bible, maps and indexes

loads of space for writing, doodling, drawing and colouring

this wipe-clean removable jacket - colour the
front, draw on the back, reuse again and again!
L
links to videos helping you get to
grips with key biblical ideas

L]
access to an online community of families,
to share your thoughts and ideas

THINK . CHAT . DO . CREATE . WATCH

TOGETHER

SOCiEty Good News Bible
The Family Edition
Sampler

Bible Society, Stonehill Green
Westlea, Swindon SN5 7DG

biblesociety.org.uk
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